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SUMMARY: DOMESTIC ASPECTS OF CHOU'S POLITICAL REPORT TO THE TENTH 
CONGRESS MAKE THE EVENT APPEAR AS AN ADDENDUM TO THE NINTH CONGRESS. 
CHOU UPHOLDS THE LINE OF THE NINTH AND SEPARATES IT FROM LIN PIAO. 

HE AVOIDS DISCUSSING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN A WAY WHICH INDICATES 
THAT IT IS STILL CONTROVERSIAL, BUT INVEIGHS AGAINST SHARP POLITICAL 
SWINGS, IMPLICITLY REMINDING OTHERS THAT HE HAS STOOD AGAINST SUCH 
TIDES IN THE PAST. NO NEW DETAILS OF THE DOMESTIC LINE ARE REVEALED 
AND CHOU STRADDLES THE FENCE IN GIVING MASS POLITICS PRIMACY, WHILE 
CALLING FOR PLANS AND DISCIPLINE TO HARNESS IT. THE WATCHWORD 
APPEARS TO BE CONCERN AGAINST FURTHER LIN-TYPE CONSPIRACIES AND 
INTRIGUES. AND CADRE ARE ALSO WARNED THAT THEIR STYLE OF WORK IS 
UNDER CRITICAL SCRUTINY. THE NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS IS TO BE 
CONVENED SOON. END SUMMARY 

1. IN ITS DOMESTIC ASPECTS, PREMEIR CHOU'S POLITICAL REPORT TO THE 
TENTH PARTY CONGRESS, RELEASED BY NCNA AUGUST 31, CASTS THE MEETING 
IN THE LIGHT OF AN ADDENDUM TO THE NINTH CONGRESS. AND THIS PER- 
SPECTIVE WOULD BE COMPATIBLE WITH THE WAY-SWIFT AND SHORT-IN WHICH 
THE TENTH CONGRESS WAS CONDUCTED. VIEWED IN THIS PERSPECTIVE, 

CHOU'S REPORT ENDORSES THE DOMESTIC LINE OF THE NINTH CONGRESS, BUT 
OMITS TO CLARIFY IT OR GIVE ANY CLEAR INDICATION OF HOW THAT LINE 
CAN BE EXPECTED TO DEVELOP IN SPECIFIC AREAS AND ON SPECIFIC PROBLEMS 
INSTEAD, HE MAKES CLEAR THAT POLITICAL STRUGGLES, INCLUDING CONTENT- 
ION FOR LEADERSHIP, WILL CONTINUE, AND HE ALLUDES TO CERTAIN OF THE 
BROAD ISSUES UNDER DEBATE. 

2. MOST STRIKING IN CHOU'S DISCUSSION OF THE STRUGGLE AGAINST LIN 
PIAO IS HIS TOTAL AVOIDANCE OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION PHASE. THE 
CONTINUING UNSETTLED DISPUTE AND DEEP SENSITIVITY OVER THIS SUBJECT 
IS DOUBTLESS IN CHOU'S MIND WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THE COURSE OF THE 
STRUGGLE AGAINST LIN IS LAREADY KNOWN AND "THERE IS NOT NEED TO DWELL 
ON IT HERE." THE LAST TIME THIS RHETORICAL DEVICE WAS USED WAS 

IN THE JULY 1, 1971 EDITORIAL WHEN IT WAS APPLIED, ARCHLY AND 
OMINOUSLY IN VIEW OF SUBSEQUENT EVENTS, TO LIN'S REPORT ON THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION. WE SPECULATE THAT CHOU IS CRAFTILY AVOIDING 
CURRENTLY UNMENTIONABLE CONTROVERSY OVER WHO WAS AT FAULT IN THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION, WHILE LEAVING THE DOOR OPEN FOR FUTURE DEVELOP- 
MENTS. 

3. IN DEALING WITH LIN, CHOU IS AT PAINS TO SEPARATE HIM FROM THE 
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LINE OF THE NINTH CONGRESS. LIN IS DESCRIBED AS HAVING FAILED 
ALONG WITH CHEN PO-TA IN AN ATTEMPT TO DOMINATE THAT CONGRESS. IN 
SPITE OF THIS FAILURE AND REPEATED REBUKES AND ADMONITIONS, THEY 
ALLEGEDLY WENT ON TO PLOT A COUP (SAID TO HAVE BEEN ABORTIVELY 
LAUNCHED SEPTEMEBER 8) AND TO ATTEMPT THE ASSASSINATION OF MAO AND 
THE SETTING UP OF A RIVAL CONTRAL COMMITTEE. CHOU CLAIMS THAT LIN S 
GROUP WAS "TINY" AND "ISOLATED," BUT ALLOWS THAT ITS EFFORTS "FOR 
A TIME IMPAIRED" THE "WORKING STYLE" DESIRED BY THE REGIME. (CHOU’S 
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REMARKS ON LIN'S SOVIET LEANINGS ARE TREATED IN A SEPTEL ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ASPECTS OF THE REPORT.) 

4. CHOU STATES THAT THE LIN CLIQUE HAS BEEN SHATTERED. BUT HE 
LATER WARMS THAT MANY SIMILAR STRUGGLES, AND NEW LIN PIAO'S AND 
OTHER TYPES OF VILLAINS. CAN BE EXPECTED TO APPEAR AGAIN, AND HE 
CALLS FOR MENTAL PREPARATIONS TO MEET THIS. ONE INDICATION THAT CHOU 
IS STILL PREOCCUPIED WITH SECRET PLOTS AND INTRIGUES IS HIS 
INVOCATION OF MAO'S DICTUM "PRACTICE MARXISM, AND NOT 
REVISIONISM-UNITE AND DON’T SPLIT-BE OPEN AND ABOVEBOARD AND 
DON'T INTRIGUE AND CONSPIRE," AS THE PRESENT CRITERION FOR CORRECTNESS". 
THIS, AS MUCH AS ANYTHING, EMERGES AS THE WATCHWORD 
COMING OUT OF THE TENTH CONGRESS. 
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